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39
(includes a paragraph of the history
of the landmark with significant dates)
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*Language note

Some historic terminology is reproduced for
— accuracy in showing how categorization was

37 defined and named, despite being language

we no longer use today. Much of the text

is harmful or outdated, but it frames the

conditions under which the institution or site

was constructed.

38

Location (street address and/or current site)
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‘ [1 Red] Origins

These landmarks trace Indigenous

lifeways and the arrival of settlers.

They chart processes of colonization,

or the implementation of extractive and
exploitative systems like capitalism and
chattel slavery. This theme shows us how
the “United States” was established through
the conversion of the commons and
collective responsibility into property and
ownership.

N4

These landmarks show us how carceral
logics are rooted in the exploitation

of differences. We highlight different
experiments in dividing people, and how
such divisions were normalized through the
law, education, government institutions, etc.
These classifications shape our perceptions
of the order of the world and people’s place
within it.

[2 Orange] Difference,
Classifications, and Division

<> [3 Yellow] Bodies and Contagion

The management of populations requires
reshaping and attempting to control
people’s physical relationships to their
bodies and to one another. These
landmarks trace how public health and
safety emerge as measures of control for
“containing” the spread of disease, immoral
behavior, and “queer” or abnormal bodies.

\ 4

This theme identifies the ways that settler
capitalism reorganizes people’s relationship
to land through enclosure, austerity,
neglect, and isolation. Geographical
impositions and hostile structures,

both material and systematic, from grid
blocks and redlining to systems of debt,
privatization, and surveillance, serve as
weapons of control. At the same time, anti-
carceral struggle reclaims and adapts these
structures as tools of resistance.

[4 Green] Architecture
and Technology

S}98J1S Yoimuaalis) pue yjol
JSOA\\ MOU ‘J9AIY UoSpnH
9y} JO Mueq ayj uo jing
uoslI{ 21015

JOIMULD)
‘UosLI{ 101§
ed3MmaN VIV
[08ues(Q] 828l
-96/1 IO MIN
Jo £31 a3 Jo (7
uostaId 2115

.2 P e

‘ublredwed uoneuodap ssew Wid}-puodas
s, dwnu] pjeuoq juspisald Jo} JoJua0 UonRuS}ep
B Se pasn S| J0Oj} Yjua} ay) ‘Ajjuaiing -Buipuny
juswulanob pue Je olignd Jnoge ajeqsep |euoieu
e Bupieds ‘eseaun, |99} Way) 9pew pue SMaIA
paY00|q ) paule|dwod SI9)I0M JusWUuIBA0b Joye
paAowal sem ainyd|nds dJy Pa}|IL PAUOISSILIWOD
sllag pleyory ‘paxiw usaq aney Juswabebus
OIAID, JO B)IS B )| 8ew 0} sjdwany “Bulp|ing
1N09o Aloys-1yble ue papn|oul ey} uepeyuely
Jamoj| ul xajdwod Jabue) e Jo ped se sQG6|
oy} ul paubisap Ajjeulblio sem ]| "safijua
|elapay 1ay10 pue ‘BuisnoH Jo juswiedaq
‘uonelisiuiwpy AJNoag |eoog ‘uoiebiisanul
10 neaing |elapa- ‘SadIAIBS uBWNH pue
yyesH jo juswyedaq ‘Ajunoag puejowoH
10 swuedaq ay) sesnoy jey} buipjing
Aioys-1 ¥ e s1 Bulpling spAer "y qoder 8y
eze|d |eJopa 92
Supimg om0 @
[edopoq siiae(
Y qooef 3ano)
uoneissiwuw]
eze]d Jesapaj
VIV
[on|g
Yae( ‘Udaln]
13831 J-C961

‘eze]d [e1apa] 9
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Controlling people based on classifications
of difference requires new and evolving
institutions and personnel to manage
captive populations. This chapter focuses
on the ways that arrest and detention
powers are shored up through the creation
of a variety of programs, some that are
readily identified as carceral and violent,
and others that are more evasive, like
reformed and renamed police units,
mental institutions, youth centers, and
culture and media.

[5 Dark Green]
Detention and Diversion

‘ [6 Light Blue] Beyond Borders

The Turning Point years powerfully
connected “domestic” or “national”
struggles with international events and
anti-imperialist struggle. This theme
focuses on the post-1968 period and
Third World liberation, highlighting

the development of the contemporary
prisoner’s rights movement and the
counterinsurgent tactics that arose to
suppress global struggles for sovereignty.

‘ [7 Dark Blue] Abolition Now!

These landmarks map current plans (2020
and beyond) to change New York City —
abolitionist or counterinsurgent movement,
as well as the changes in the carceral
landscape. Communities are constantly
mobilizing against the expansion of the
carceral system in NYC and working
towards liberated futures. Through the
context and contradictions that emerge
through prolonged periods of struggle,

we attempt to document the complex
ecologies of people resisting and defying
the carceral state.

The landmarks on the map are organizea

into themes that correspond to chapters
in Abolitionist Guide to NYC.
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ABOLITIONIST

MAP OF

NYC:

Manahatta and
its Surrounding

Waters

The Abolitionist Map of NYC is part of the
Abolitionist Guide to NYC, a project from
Interrupting Criminalization.

The Guide is funded by a grant from the
Mellon Foundation. 2026.

Archival images sourced from the
New York City Municipal Archives &
Library at the Department of Records
and Information Services and the New
York Public Library.
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